Friendship—October 2007

“A man who has friends must himself be friendly, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother” (Prov. 18:24).
Jesus had many acquaintances, but He knew that good friends must be chosen carefully.  Jesus shared his heart on a more intimate level with three men in particular: Peter, James and John.  They were the ones chosen to be with Jesus at the transfiguration and during His final hours in the Garden of Gethsemane.   
We have in our lives these same levels of friendship.  Acquaintances are folks we come in contact with during day to day living.  We should not take them lightly as God has instructed us to show Christ to whoever we meet along the way; “You are the light of the world” (Matt. 5:14).  Friends are the ones who are likeminded on issues that matter and with whom we have things in common.  Finally there are those good friends with whom we have cultivated a deeper relationship.   
Years ago, after praying for a special friend for our daughter, Debby, God brought another MK to the Christian school our children attended.  Debby and Anne became best friends, encouraging and admonishing each other to grow spiritually.  

As a pastor’s wife, I endeavored to provide ways for my ladies to get involved with one another, to minister to one another, and to bond together.  Many took advantage of these opportunities and developed good friendships. 
Throughout our ministry, I have had numerous acquaintances, both saved and unsaved.   I count as my friends those who labored with us during the planting of our four churches, other pastors’ wives, and missionary wives.   Among these friends, there are those I can count on without reservation; the ones who rejoice with me in spiritual victories and who pray with me during spiritual battles.  

“Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends” (John 15:13).
May God bring into your lives friends who will encourage you, admonish you to grow spiritually, and be there when you need that special hug!  

