March 2007—Opportunities for Growth

We've all likely heard the analogy that compares Christian growth with a diamond in the rough, one needing to be cut and polished before it becomes the precious stone we admire. We know, too, that perfume comes only after pressing the rose, juice only after squeezing the grapes.  

With some discomfort, I have felt my rough edges being chipped away and the pressure of being "squeezed" so that I might learn to look to Him, acknowledge and accept His working in my life.  Indeed, "He's still working on me."

Life can be complicated and challenging.  Our response determines if we are going to live a barely-get-by Christian life or if we are going to live victoriously.  

The following has helped me cultivate a Christ-honoring response when I face challenges in life:

1.
Get a proper view of God—Be in the Word.   "And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him that is true" (1 John 5:20).

2.
Take your eyes off yourself—"I can do it."   "I can of mine own self do nothing:" (John 5:30); "I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me" (Phil. 4:13).

3.
Focus on His faithfulness.  "He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield and buckler" (Ps. 91:4); "For the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations" (Ps. 100:5).

4.
Wait on Him with prayer and praise.   "Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God" (Phil. 4:6).

5.
Don't allow discouragement to overtake you.  "Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid" (John 14:27).

6.
Walk in obedience.  "And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked" (1 John 2:4, 6); "And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him" (1 John 3:24).

My prayer is that when you are faced with challenges, you will have the victory God intends for you to have!
—Terri

