Wonderfully Made—June 2007

God tells us we are “fearfully and wonderfully made.”  Ps 139:14
God has designed each of us with a unique personality, enriched us with unique spiritual gifts and placed us in unique life experiences; all for one purpose—to mold and shape us into the likeness of Christ.  
During a ladies’ retreat several years ago, the speaker shared how she would initiate a conversation with strangers and ultimately share Christ with them.  I remember thinking; “I can’t do that”.  The next year, the speaker shared how she gradually built relationships within her neighborhood which over time would result in opportunities to share Christ.  I thought; “I can do that”.  I began to realize that “one size doesn’t fit all”.  God uses us as individuals.  In my particular case, I am much more comfortable building relationships than speaking up to complete strangers (after all, I have, Bill, my husband who does that).
However, it has been my experience that God wants to show Himself strong even in what we would label as our limitations.   
This was demonstrated to me a short time ago when a plane had some mechanical difficulties and we sat on the runway for two hours.  I decided to work on a PowerPoint for a couple’s retreat Bill and I were doing.  The seat next to me was empty so I used that tray on which to place my computer.  Soon, I heard a voice from behind me ask, “Are you a missionary?” The man behind me could see my computer screen from between the seats and became quite interested in what I was doing.  Each slide had a Fruit of the Spirit and then demonstrated how that fruit is worked out in the marriage relationship.  The man continued to ask me questions regarding each slide.  Finally, I asked him if there was a time in his life that he accepted Jesus Christ as His Savior.  Now for those of you to whom this would not be a big deal, it was to me.  I immediately recognized the event as being orchestrated by God.  
My desire is to always to use my gifts and talents to serve Him. But I also want to be willing for Him to take me out of my comfort zone, because I know He uses those times for me to grow and to become more like His Son, Jesus Christ.   
I still don’t go looking for strangers to talk to, but I have confidence in Him, that when given the opportunity, I can do it.    
—Terri

