January 2007—“Jumping the Fence”

"Declare His glory among the nations, His marvelous deeds among all people" (Ps. 96:3).

I just returned from three weeks with Debby and our grandchildren in Germany.  Besides giving Debby a break from the 24/7 care of the kids, we enjoyed visiting Christmas markets in Cologne and Munich as well as Strasbourg, France.  

While there I didn't miss the product commercials on television.  Debby lives on the German economy (not on the Military base) and has a decoder box attached to her TV which provides American programs through the Armed Forces Network Europe.  (These decoders are only available to active duty US military and Department of Defense civilians.)  One AFN commercial is "Name the Capital" where clues about a state capital are given and you try and guess them.  Another one gives information about former presidents.  Did you know that Andrew Jackson was once the governor of Florida? After living in Florida for 20 years, I did not know that.  I know you're thinking the same thing I did—"Oh yeah, of course, Jacksonville." 

My favorite is "Reaching out from Home" where families of each company of the 1st Brigade, 1st Armored Division send a message to their soldier in Iraq.  They play several throughout the day, and when the music plays, our grandchildren run to see if it is "their commercial."  

Debby's church, a BIMI mission church to the military, has a few men but mainly wives and children whose husbands are fighting in Iraq.  Each wants their loved one home, but they also know that their presence gives Iraqis the hope of freedom and a prosperous life.  This is the same hope that causes people to "jump the fence" into the USA and other free countries.

As Christians we have more than the hope of freedom, we have a guarantee of freedom—"Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed" (John 8:36); and we have a prosperity that goes beyond material possessions—"According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness" (2 Peter 1:3).  Do we declare His glory and His marvelous deeds among the people so they want to "jump the fence?"  

—Terri

* * * * * * * * * *


P.S. This morning in my devotions I read:  "We ask our Lord to fulfill His joy in us that we may offer to Him our thanksgiving and adoration." I would love to hear from you regarding the concept of the Lord fulfilling His joy in us, so please email me: tjenkin@cbmoffice.org.
