Family Conference Recap—August 2007

The first week of July, Bill and I had the wonderful privilege of having all our children together in New Hampshire to celebrate the marriage of Cliff and Megan.  Scott and Eileen came from Florida with Xander (4) and Max (1).  Dan and Debby flew in from Germany with Hunter (5) and Sydney (2).  Clint and Carole brought our newest grandson, Stetson, from Colorado.  It was the first time in four years that we have all been together.  How blessed we are to see our children continue with the things of the Lord.  
The third week of July, we had the wonderful privilege of gathering with our CBM family.  Each of you there was an encouragement to me, and I already look forward to next year.  For those of you who were not able to attend, I said I would give a recap of the woman’s session and workshop.
The session on counseling was not a “how to” of counseling, but rather we discussed your qualifications and preparation for counseling.
Qualifications:  
· Is God your top priority? 
· Are you still growing in the Lord through time in the Word and prayer daily?  
· Do you believe God has the answers? 
· Do you recognize God’s power and presence in every aspect of your life?  
· Are your actions and attitudes consistent with what you believe about Jesus?  
· Are you excited about your God?  

Preparation:  
· Spend time with God.

· Memorize Scripture; memorizing scripture to meet a specific need is the way in which we can use the Sword of the Spirit. Hiding God’s Word in our heart not only changes our thinking, it stores up spiritual provision for future need.

· Glean from books, sermons, Bible studies, and godly friends.  
· Journal; keeping track of what the Lord may be saying to you through a certain scripture is an excellent way of reminding you what God has taught you personally and will remind you of His faithfulness.

The goal of counseling is not to share your opinions or get someone to do it your way, but to take that person to the WORD OF GOD and the One who can help them.
Space does not allow me to write all that was covered in the Women’s Ministries Workshop.  If you have specific questions about beginning a woman’s ministry, email me and we can discuss some of the ideas shared during the workshop. 
Mark the dates July 14-18, 2008 on your calendar now and plan to join us next year at Family Conference—you’ll be glad you did!

