October 2006—“Homemaking in the Bible”
In a recent study, I came across “Homemaking in the Bible.” 

Routine Tasks

Women have traditionally invested much of their time in the daily tasks that are necessary for maintaining the family household.  

· Drawing water

· Grinding grain

· Spinning wool, weaving fabric, making clothing, laundering garments

· Preparing food

· Caring for children

Social Tasks

· Offering welcome, food, and rest

Spiritual Tasks

Women have always played a vital part in the spiritual nurture of their children.  They have a unique role of influence and responsibility for instruction.

· Shaping the spiritual values of children

· Preparing for the Sabbath – filling the lamps, cooking special foods in advance of the Sabbath, drawing extra water

· For many generations in Judaism, the wife and mother has prayed for her family after lighting the candles on the Sabbath

Our responsibilities for maintaining the family household are the same, but the manner in which we accomplish them has changed.  I won’t take the space to list them; just look around your home.

Confession time:  How many times have we complained about having to _____, or not having ____? (You fill in the blanks)  I want to remind us to rejoice in the opportunity God has given us to serve him as keeper of our home, teacher of our children, helpmeet to our husband, and servant of the King.
Having trouble getting it all done?  Check out this fun website:  www.flylady.com 
—Terri

